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non and treats the individual simply as an illustration of a recurrent process, 
i. £., as a mere example of a class or law ? 

J. A. Leighton. 
Hobart College. 

La sociologie genetique : Essai sur la pensee et la vie sociale pr6historiques. 
Par Francois Cosentixi. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1905. — pp. xviii, 205. 

This book is a general study of social origins. It concerns, in the words 
of the author, " toutes les manifestations du monde primitif en relation 
avec la pensee primitive ou avec la vie sociale prehistorique." The topics 
taken up include : La sociologie genetique ; les societes animales ; les 
sauvages modernes ; les races humaines et le polygenisme ; les donnees 
de la palethnologie ; l'homme primitif; la famille primitive; la societe 
primitive ; la propriete primitive ; les idees primitives ; les conceptions 
mythologiques ; le langage et l'ecriture ; la religion ; la morale ; le droit ; 
l'organisation politique et les classes sociales ; and Tart, l'industrie, le 
commerce. 

As a whole, the work is not an organic unity. It is not an attempt on 
the part of the author to reconstruct primitive society on the basis of some 
fundamental sociological concept of his own. It is rather an assemblage 
and somewhat critical examination of the current theories in connection 
with the various topics discussed. The author's own attitude may perhaps 
be described in most general terms, as a tendency to reject too simple and 
universal genetic explanations. This tendency appears, for example, in the 
discussion of polygenisme, the primitive family, the origin of property, and 
the genesis of myths. 

In the main, the earlier chapters are methodological in character ; the 
middle portion of the volume is almost purely descriptive, but as the data 
become more abundant, the treatment rises to the level of interpretation, 
and, especially in the later chapters, it sometimes reaches the highest level 
of sociological inquiry — the interpretation of the present in terms of genesis 
and process. 

Looked at broadly, however, Professor Cosentini's discussion must be 
described as a popular treatment of the subject in hand. But this state- 
ment is not intended to be condemnatory or even critical. Popular socio- 
logical discussions in this field are a vital present need. In so far as they 
link the present with the remote past they perform a great social service, 
since they thus tend to break up the naive, almost childish, acceptance of 
present-day institutions which, even in this era of evolutionary science, is 
characteristic of the ' educated ' and well-to-do classes. 

The introduction to the volume in hand by Maxime Kovalewsky, Ancien 
Professeur de droit publique a l'Universite de Moscou, is suggestive and 
well worth reading. A useful feature of the work is the extensive bibliog- 
raphy which follows each chapter. 

R. F. Hoxie. 

Cornell University. 



